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pressed. Achilles at length overcame the heroic daughter of
Ares. After her fall, a new ally of the Trojans appeared in
Mernnon, king of ^Ethiopia, who is called a son of Eos, because
the ^Ethiopians were supposed to dwell in the far East. Among
those who fell by the hand of this handsome and courageous
hero was Antilochus, the valiant son of Nestor. When Mera-
non, however, ventured to meet the invincible Achilles, he also
was vanquished, after a brave struggle. The fresh morning dew,
which springs from the tears of Eos, proves that she has never
ceased to lament her heroic son. But death was soon to overtake
him before whom so many heroes had bitten the dust. In an
assault on the Sccean gate, Achilles was killed, at the head of Ms
Myrmidons, by an arrow of Paris, which was directed by Apollo.
According to later writers, whose accounts were followed by the
tragic poets, he was treacherously murdered here on the occasion
of his betrothal to Polyxena, the beautiful daughter of Priam.
A furious contest, lasting the whole day, took place for the
possession of his corpse and armour: at length Odysseus and
Ajax succeeded in conveying it to a place of safety. Mourning
and confusion reigned among the Greeks at his death. During
seventeen days and nights Thetis, with the whole band of
Nereids, bewailed his untimely fate in mourning melodies, so
sad and touching that neither gods nor men could refrain from
tears.

rt See, tears are shed by every god and goddess, to survey
How soon the Beautiful is past, the Perfect dies away !"

The death of the bravest of the Greeks was followed by an
unhappy quarrel between Ajax and Odysseus respecting his
arms. Ajax, on account of his near relationship to the deceased
hero, and the great services he had rendered to the cause of the
Greeks, seemed to have the best claim; but Agamemnon, by the
advice of Athene, adjudged them to Odysseus. Ajax was so